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ARRIVING ONTHE FIRST LEVEL AFTER STEERING PAST THE DRAMATIC WHITE NEGN'LGGO IN ITS DEEP PURPLE CUBE,
THE FIRST IMPRESSION 1S OF BEING IN A TREE HOUSE FILLED WITH TOYS
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They mirrored the north-end wall, doubling the
depth of the space and the length of the view.

A skewed glass wall running oppasite to the
window wall, compresses the space towards the
mirror wall, sets one of the two rows of columns
into diminishing counterpoint with the space and
creates a perspective illusion that enhances the
sense of deep space.

The glass wall encloses three curtained spaces,
one silver lamé, one corporate purple, one
white. Screens of perforated stainless-steel and
translucent metallic fabric interact with the
curtains to allow a wide range of effects. When
lit from within, these three spaces glow in the
colour of their curtains, which also provide
degrees of privacy and acoustic damping.
Arriving on the first level after steering past the
dramatic white neon logo in its deep purple
cube, the first impression is of being in a tree
house filled with toys.
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There is an immediate sense of
lightheartedness, offset impressively
by a copywriter deep in thought in an
armchair in one of the think tanks.
Everything is not what it at first
seems to be. Everything requires a
second and a third look. Brearley
Middleton made the white base to the
reception desk out of two ‘ready-
made’ road barriers and these they
surmounted with plate glass locked
in place by stainless-steel fixers. A
perforated metal screen with a ‘pic
perf’ made (©) corporate logo renders
the space beyond ambiguous.
Together with a free-standing column
this makes it very difficult to spot the
mirror wall for what it is, even after
you realise that it is a mirror wall -

which many people will never do.

The 2.4 metre-long benches that
angle through the space as a series
of miniature buildings are
proportioned to match the horizontal
box of the whole space. Brearley
Middleton researched, designed and
developed the desks using
polyurethane technology. They are
cheap, light enough to be lifted by a
child and the corporate purple is
solid through the polyurethane
ensuring that they will not show
damage. Brearley and Middleton have
also designed audio visual table units
and desk-top organisational
paraphernalia. Purple clad
upholstered boxes form a waiting
alcove, and an improbable purple and

stainless-steel sofa marks the coffee
kitchen zone.

This remarkably zestful fitout proves
again that innovative, vision-directed
design is achievable within small
budgets. The sharing of this vision
has brought together a collection of
eight other like-minded creative
firms [graphic designers, Brearley
Middleton architects and urban
designers, a marketing group, a
fashion group, spatial demographic
analysts and a TV production
company). Linked as "Parallax” they
work in various constellations of
association from the rear of the
atelier. Brearley and Middleton's
design for this demandingly aware
client has both represented and then
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created the “large and dynamic”
capability that the client sought at
the outset. | |

LEON VAN SCHAIK IS THE DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF
THE CONSTRUCTED ENVIRONMENT AT RMIT,

[CUMMINS PROJECT SUMMARY]

Interior architect James Brearley and Luke
Middleton Project design team, Anthony Windust,
Irene Papadimitriou Client Cummins & Partners
Builder Dffice Interiors Budget $95 000 Size 1000
sq. m Time to complete 2 1/2 months Lighting
Concord, Sylvania Lighting; Mark Gower, Studio Italia
Reception desk Streel Barrier, Chairs/seating Medi
Balls, Health Trek Desks Brearley Middlelon
Flooring Waldial Concrete Paint Dulux Laminates
Laminex Stainless-steel Richardson Pacific
Hardware Domino & Staff Curtains Spotlight
Partitioning Office Interiors Audio-visual systems
Data, Brooks & Knuckly Screen material Crealion
Baumann Phone  Communications Total
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