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"Our inspiration came from old farm houses in the area mixed with that new Hampton’s style. 
With LineaTM Boards, we got the look we wanted and our builder said the product is easy to use, 
cuts cleanly, doesn’t shrink and is a breeze to paint. This is definitely our dream home."

 DISCOVER MORE OF MILLY AND MIKA'S STORY AT SCYON.COM. AU/LINEA

THE
LOOK
NAILED THE  
 DREAM HOME"

"

©2016 Copyright James Hardie Australia Pty Ltd ABN 12 084 635 558 ™ and ® denotes trademarks and registered marks owned by James Hardie Technology Ltd.



Thank you to 
our sponsors
The Building Designers Association of 
Victoria appreciates the support and 
assistance of our sponsors and partners.

B D A V  D I A M O N D  S P O N S O R



EUROPEAN DESIGN 
DEVELOPED BY 
AUSTRALIAN MINDS.

Inspired by the hallmarks of european design, AWS delivers the superior quality, 
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DISCLAIMER

Publication of an article or inclusion of an advertisement in 
this edition does not infer that the BDAV agrees with the views 
expressed, or message conveyed, nor does it imply endorse-
ment of products. In addition, the BDAV does not accept 
responsiblity for any errors or omissions. No content may 
be reproduced without the written permission of the BDAV. 
Requests should be lodged to The Editor, at info@bdav.org.au.
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EME Design received a commendation 
in the BDAV’s 2018 Building Design Awards 
in the Best Environmentally Sustainable 
Design-Residential category for their ‘Passive 
Butterfly’ project.

Amongst the recognition achieved for 
this exemplar retrofit project includes ‘Best of 
the Best’ as well as Single Dwelling (Alteration 
or Addition) in this year’s recently announced 
Sustainability Awards, and Best Sustainable 
Design in the NABD 2018 Awards.

The Armadale (VIC) heritage house 
project – a south-facing extension trans-
formed into a passive house – was named 
after the butterfly roof that was shaped to 
increase solar gain in winter, and protect it in 
summer.

Behind this traditional heritage weather- 
board façade is a surprisingly sustainable 
renovation and addition. Bright and airtight, 
the Passive Butterfly opens its wings in a 
contemporary form that is as high-perform-
ing as it is handsome.

With part-Scandinavian heritage, the 
clients were passionate about efficient build-
ing design, and sought the highest standard 
of passive build they could achieve on the 
site – no mean feat when working with 
an existing heritage home. Exacting insula-
tion measures and passive design principles, 
including a heat recovery system, ensure 
the building’s temperature fluctuates by just 
1.5 degrees Celsius for 95 per cent of the 
year. This minimises the need for heating or 

cooling, improves air quality, and ensures 
the building outperforms many high-rated 
Nationwide House Energy Rating Scheme 
(NatHERS) rated homes.

 
The asymmetrical butterfly roof form brings 
light to the rear living areas and heats the 
rammed earth internal walls – the back-
bone of the building’s thermal mass – in 
winter. The slope of the rear roofline also 
creates optimal growing conditions in a once 

“ While achieving the clients’ brief, this redevelopment 
employs sound environmentally sustainable principles with 
the use of natural materials, good building orientation, a 
compact built form, thermal mass for passive heating and 
the use of natural garden and wet areas which allow for 
passive cooling of the house. ” 
 
D A R R E N  C O L E - S I N C L A I R ,  B D AV  J U D G I N G  PA N E L

C O V E R  S T O R Y  –  PA S S I V E  B U T T E R F LY 

— O N E  O F  T H E  F I R S T  A U S T R A L I A N  H O M E S  W I T H  H E R I TA G E  P L A N N I N G  R E S T R I C T I O N S 
T O  B E  R E N O VAT E D  A C C O R D I N G  T O  PA S S I V E  D E S I G N  P R I N C I P L E  G O A L S 

— B U T T E R F LY  R O O F  WA S  S H A P E D  T O  I N C R E A S E  S O L A R  G A I N  I N  W I N T E R ,  A N D  P R O T E C T  I T  I N  S U M M E R 

Continued page 9.....
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sun-starved, south-facing backyard. Rainwater is captured too, and 
stored in two partially submerged 5,000 litre tanks hidden below the 
raised rear deck. This water is used for toilet flushing and for garden 
irrigation.

Natural materials of timber and rammed earth were chosen for 
internal construction and joinery, both for their neutral colour palette 
and for their durability and low embodied energy. 

The building makes excellent use of a 430sqm site, allowing for 
three bedrooms (including a master bedroom with walk-in-robe and 
ensuite), a central bathroom, and a generous home office, in addition 
to the kitchen, separate dining and sunken living room.

 
Out front, the heritage building features have been preserved, 

with an upgrade to triple-glazed, airtight windows for the street- 
facing bedroom and home office. Here, the major changes have been 
reserved for landscaping. An oversized central tree was removed from 
its central position, making way for indigenous plantings of gums and 
native habitat surrounding a feature billabong. In practical terms, this 
small body of water supports overflow management, but it has also 
proved its magnetic appeal for neighbourhood kids, who regularly 
stop by in search of local wildlife. The indigenous landscaping choices 
have also broken the otherwise traditionally European-style plantings 
of the neighbouring gardens. 

Luke Middleton of EME Design is thrilled with the outcome 
achieved for his clients: “This building is super-efficient, both in plan, 
in thermal qualities and in health.”

“They’ve got a fantastic home that serves their family. It’s adapt-
able and robust for the future and adds to the wildlife corridor,” Luke 
says.

Designer: EME Design Pty Ltd
 www.emedesign.com.au
Builder: Ridge Developments Pty Ltd
Photographer: Amorfo

A B O U T  E M E  D E S I G N

EME embodies the integrity of intelligent, efficient design. They create 
beautiful, sustainable buildings inspired by a process of dialogue 
and exchange. When EME looks at a space, they see the potential for 
a balanced relationship between innovation and function. For more 
than 15 years, they have been working closely with their clients to 
create award-winning projects that above all provide enjoyment, 
beauty and efficiency.



“ This building is super-efficient, both in 
plan, in thermal qualities and in health. 
The clients now have a fantastic home 
that serves their family, which is adaptable 
and robust for the future, and adds to the 
wildlife corridor. ”

 — LU K E  M I D D L E T O N ,  E M E  D E S I G N



 
InterVIEW
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Q:  What is/are your favourite project/s that you have worked on, 
and why?

A:   I really like our ‘Solar Sollew’ from our 9 star home range. 
We have done several variations, including for our own house. 
This is such a great design for north-to-rear blocks. It’s bright, 
warm, highly energy efficient, and has that indoor-outdoor 
connection to the rear yard that really draws you out. In our 
own house, we have a large number of espaliered fruit trees, 
and a significant vegetable garden so, at this time of year, I 
find myself going outside a lot for yummy organic produce. 

Q:  To date, my biggest business/design challenge has been?

A:  As a team, we have spent a fair bit of time reflecting on 
and refining our construction methods for building tighter, 
better insulated buildings, using conventional materials. Whilst 
always a focus and the topic of many a toolbox meeting, recent 
blower door testing and the addition of a thermal imaging 
camera for our Project Manager have given us insights for 
further improvement. These are technologies I would certainly 
recommend others use on their buildings if they get the chance, 
as they give great feedback on this area of performance.

Q:  My favourite finish is?

A:  Although I don’t get to use it much, I love the rust finish of 
Corten Steel. Readily recyclable, organic feel and best of all, 
no maintenance.

Q:  The architectural style of the home I grew up in?

A:  Californian Bungalow. Lots of good memories; 
but alas the house is gone now....

Q:  I joined the BDAV because?

A:  I joined for a range of reasons. Great information sheets for 
practitioners. Someone on the phone if you have issues. A reliable 
feed for current industry information. And a great way to promote my 
business through competitions and professional association. Once I 
joined I was also excited to find an association that really understood 
the importance of sustainability as a design imperative for the future.

Q:  My favourite 
Australian building is?

A: I think our Parliament 
house is one of the best 
in the world. Now there’s 
an impressive grass roof!

Q:  My favourite inter-
national building is?

A:  The pyramids for sheer 
extreme durability.

Q:  My words of wisdom for a student building designer are?

A:  Follow your passion. And if you fall down 9 times, get up 10.

Q:  When I was a child I wanted to be?

A:  A garbage truck man. Up early, getting a lot of exercise running 
after the truck (remember the small round bins loaded by hand?), 
and workday over by lunchtime! Unfortunately truck automation 
ruined my dream...

Q:  Outside of work, I am passionate about?

A:  My family, closely followed by ultra running. 

Q:  At the moment I am reading?

A:  I hardly read any more, but I listen to a lot of books as I run 
and relax. Mostly fantasy and Sci-Fi. Anything by Brandon 
Sanderson is good, and I just re-listened to most of David 
Gemmell’s books, that were a favourite in my youth.

Q:  My life in four words?

A:  Suck the marrow from life!

I N T E R V I E W

Jeremy Spencer filled a casual vacancy on the BDAV’s Committee of Management following the BDAV’s 2018 
Annual General Meeting. He is a multi-award-winning building designer and builder of sustainable dwellings. 
He runs Positive Footprints with his wife, a business they set up in 2001, dedicated to making high performing 
sustainable homes and renovations easy to achieve and affordable. We thought it was timely to get to know 
him a little more…. 
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P L A N N I N G  T I D B I T S

Little bits that can make a big difference 
to your town planning outcomes

S A N TA  C L A U S  I S  C O M I N G

The team at Clause:1 hope that you managed to stay off his 
‘naughty list’ this year. We wish you a joy-filled holiday season with 
those you love.  Thank you to all who have supported us over the 
past 12 months. Merry Christmas!

R E S I D E N T I A L  A G E D - C A R E  FA C I L I T I E S  G E T  A  B O O S T  I N  R E S I D E N T I A L  Z O N E S

In late October the State Government introduced amendment 
VC152, which incorporates substantial changes into the planning 
scheme and effects how Residential Aged Care Facilities (RACFs) 
are defined and assessed under Victorian Planning provisions. 

The changes simplify and clarify the assessment of aged-care 
facilities, remove the need to consider ‘use’ parameters and provide 
a more flexible approach to mandatory height and garden-area 
limits and some other residential amenity considerations.

The most significant changes to the planning scheme include: 

A new definition specifically dedicated to RACF 
within Clause 73.03 Land use Terms as follows: 

Land used to provide accommodation and personal or 
nursing care for the aged. It may include recreational, health 
or laundry facilities and services for residents of the facility.

Changes to a number of zones including GRZ and NRZ that now 
sees RACF moved to a Section 1, which removes the need for 
planning permit for the use. However, the changes also 
incorporation of the following: 

A permit is required to construct a building or construct 
or carry out works for a residential aged care facility.

A development must meet the requirements of 
Clause 53.17 - Residential aged care facility

Perhaps most significantly a new Clause that provides clear 
guidance on how an application of this sort should be assessed is 
provided at Clause 53.17. The purpose of Clause 53.17 includes:

To facilitate the development of well-designed residential 
aged care facilities to meet existing and future needs.

To recognise that residential aged care facilities have a different 
scale and built form to the surrounding neighbourhood.

To ensure residential aged care facilities do not unreasonably 
impact on the amenity of adjoining dwellings.

Clause 53.17 has been designed to trump other conflicting planning 
considerations, as noted at Clause 53.17-3:

If there is any inconsistency between a requirement 
in this clause and a requirement in another provision 
of this planning scheme, this clause prevails.

The new Clause 53.17 goes on to:

– Provide for a maximum mandatory building height within GRZ, 
NRZ and Township Zones of up to 16m;

– Provide for a non-mandatory maximum building height in the 
Mixed Use and Residential Growth Zones of 16m;

– List several performance standards (derived from ResCode) that 
are relevant to the assessment of a new residential aged-care 
building, some of which have been altered including the standards 
relating to:

Gain the skills you need to become  
a NatHERS accredited assessor
CPP41212 Certificate IV in NatHERS Assessment - Available ONLINE 

Fee For Service $3,650 | Funded $1,825 | Concession $365

www.wodongatafe.edu.au | info@wodongatafe.edu.au | 1300 MY TAFE (1300 69 8233)

All courses that are not marked with an asterix (*), lead to an Australian 
Qualification Framework (AQF) qualification or statement of attainment. 
Training may be delivered with funding from the Victorian and 
Commonwealth Governments upon individual application, assessment 
and approval. If funding is utilised, this may affect opportunities to 
access additional funding in the future. RTO 3097
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These tidbits are part of the regular 
contribution made by Clause:1 Planning 
to Intersect. For more information visit 
www.clause1.com.au

www.clause1.com.au
Ph: 03 9370 9599

P L A N N I N G  T I D B I T S

– ‘Site coverage’ which notes footprints should not exceed 80% 
of the site area, compared 60% normally specified for 
dwellings and;

– ‘Overlooking’ that requires screening to only 1.2m above FFL, 
compared to 1.7m above FFL for residential building 
developments.

Clause 53.17 also incorporates the following decision guidelines:

– Before deciding on an application, in addition to the decision 
guidelines in Clause 65, the responsible authority must 
consider, as appropriate:

• The Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy 
Framework.

• How the proposed development responds to the site and 
context description.

• Where the requirements of this clause are not met, the 
impact on the amenity of the adjoining dwellings.

• The proposed amenity for future residents of the residential 
aged care facility.

• The effect of overshadowing on an appropriately located 
existing rooftop solar energy facility on an adjoining lot. 

The wording of the above Decision Guidelines, when read in 
conjunction with the purpose of Clause 53.17 and the increased 
height and site coverage provisions appear to provide a substan-
tial advantage to applications for development of Residential 
Aged Care Facilities over apartment buildings and other resi-
dential development (such as dwellings) in similar locations. 

Permit applicants should be aware of the benefit Clause 53.17 
now provides for the provision of Residential aged care facilities.

As is the case with all new provisions, we expect there to be some 
teething problems as applicants seek to take advantage of these 
changes. Stay tuned – we will update you as we learn more about 
how Councils and the Tribunal interpret VC152.

A C C U R A C Y  O F  P L A N S  A N D  C A LC U L AT I N G  O V E R S H A D O W I N G

Tika v Yarra CC [2018] VCAT 894 highlights the importance of accurate 
information to properly assess off-site impacts, including overshad-
owing of neighbouring secluded private open space (SPOS) under 
Standard B21 of Clause 55.04-5. This was a proposal for two 3-storey 
dwellings on a 235sqm lot in Richmond. Errors were identified in 
the plans relating to the conditions of the neighbours’ land and 
therefore the extent of shadow proposed to the neighbours’ SPOS.

The applicant had significantly over-estimated the SPOS on both the 
application site and the neighbours’ site; habitable room windows 
and glazed doors were incorrectly shown, neighbours’ dwellings were 
labelled as outbuildings, tree details were incorrect and the footprint 
of neighbours’ buildings was wrong. 

In its decision, the Tribunal noted:

• the absence of accurate information makes it very difficult 
to undertake an accurate and properly informed assessment 
of a proposal’s impacts;

Continued page 18.....
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P L A N N I N G  T I D B I T S  ( C O N T I N U E D )

• for decision makers, the provision of accurate information 
is an essential element on the path to making the correct or 
preferable decision. It is appropriate and necessary for the 
responsible authority and Tribunal on review to critically 
assess with some rigour whether the information provided 
is accurate before accepting that material and subsequently 
applying it during the decision-making process.

This case refers to Monarco Nominees Pty Ltd v Glen Eira CC [2015] 
VCAT 1403 in which the Tribunal sought to clarify the operation 
and implementation of Clause 55.04-5 Overshadowing open space 
objective, and found:

• It needs to be determined whether at least 75% or 40 square 
metres with a minimum dimension of 3 metres, whichever 
is the lesser area, of the neighbouring secluded private 
open space currently receives a minimum of five hours of 
sunlight between 9.00am and 3.00pm on 22 September. 

• the assessment must consider the shadows cast on the open 
space area by existing structures, including the dwelling on that 
land.

• the question which needs to be asked is whether at each 
hour, does the open space currently receive sunlight, if so, how 
much, and does the area equate to 40 square metres or 75% 
of the open space with a minimum dimension of 3 metres, 
whichever is lesser?

• Only when an assessment of the amount of sunlight 
received by the adjoining secluded private open space is 
undertaken in this manner can it be determined whether the 
requirements of the Standard will be met. If the assessment 
of the existing shadows reveals that the amount of sunlight 
received is less than the requirements of the Standard 
(that is, that a 40 square metre area [or the alternative 
lesser reference area] does not receive sunlight for 5 hours 
between 9.00am and 3.00pm), then, in order to meet the 
Standard, the sunlight should not be further reduced.

In Tika v Yarra CC, the Tribunal considered that the case raised too 
many unresolved issues and could not be fairly and efficiently 
remedied at that stage, and subsequently refused the appeal.

It is important that proposals provide correct information regarding 
the layout and conditions of neighbouring properties, ideally 
prepared by a surveyor and including heights to AHD of structures 
and ground levels (so that neighbours’ existing shadows can be 
accurately calculated). Shadow diagrams should include the total 
area of neighbouring open spaces as well as illustrations and 
annotations that confirm: the area of existing shadows, the area 
of the proposed shadows with any increase or decrease clearly 
highlighted. In addition, the impact on any windows overshadowed 
should be explained via sectional diagrams. Failure to appropriately 
provide relevant information can be grounds for refusal.

N E W  S TAT E W I D E  I N T E G R AT E D  WAT E R  M A N A G E M E N T  P O L I C Y

Until recently, the planning permit application requirements 
for managing stormwater within development and subdivision 
approvals has varied from Council to Council, largely 
dependent on the local planning scheme policy and whether 
it has or hasn’t provided for stormwater management.

On 26 October 2018, the Victorian State Government gazetted 
Planning Scheme Amendment VC154, modifying all of Victoria’s 
Planning Schemes to …. implement initiatives from Plan 
Melbourne 2017-2050 and Water for Victoria - Water Plan to enable 
the planning system to better manage water, stormwater and 
drainage in urban development.

The aim of the amendment is to improve water quality and reduce 
nutrient quantities in the water cycle. Specifically, the amendment:

• Renames and updates State and regional planning policy for 
catchment management, water conservation, water supply, 
sewerage and drainage;

435 Nepean Highway  
Frankston Victoria 3199 
03 8765 2455
info@townplanningco.com.au
townplanningco.com.au
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• Inserts a new particular provision at Clause 53.18 
Stormwater management in urban development 
which is now a new regulatory tool;

• Provides transitional provisions in Clause 55 (ResCode) 
so that applications lodged prior to 26 October 2018 are 
assessed under the previous planning scheme provisions;

• Amends Clause 55.03-4 (Permeability) to rename the 
standard ‘Permeability and stormwater management’ 
and to include a new stormwater purpose, application 
requirements and decision guidelines; 

• Amends Clause 55.07 (apartment developments), Clause 
56.07 (Integrated water management in subdivision) and 
Clause 58.03 (Site layout for apartment developments) to 
generally align with the new particular provision; and 

• Amends Clause 73.01 (General terms) to insert a new 
general term and definition for ‘stormwater’:

The net increase in run-off from urban development due 
to water not being able to seep into the ground because 
of impervious surfaces, such as roofs and roads.

Practitioners will likely be most interested in the new particular 
provision at Clause 53.18 and changes to Clauses 55, 56 and 58 
(dwellings/subdivision/apartments development objectives 
and standards). 

The purpose of new Clause 53.18 Stormwater Management in 
Urban Development is:

To ensure that stormwater in urban development, including 
retention and reuse, is managed to mitigate the impacts of 
stormwater on the environment, property and public safety, 
and to provide cooling, local habitat and amenity benefits.

These provisions relate to development proposals other than in 
the Farming Zone, Green Wedge Zone, Green Wedge A Zone, Low 
Density Residential Zone, Public Conservation and Resource Zone, 
Road Zone, Rural Activity Zone, Rural Conservation Zone, Rural 
Living Zone, Urban Floodway Zone or Urban Growth Zone, and 
also do not apply to:

• VicSmart applications;

• Constructing or extending one dwelling in a residential zone;

• Changes to existing buildings which create not more than 
50 square metres gross floor area;

• Building or works not exceeding 50 square metres in gross 
floor area;

• Subdividing existing buildings;

• And a number of other exemptions…

The full list of exemptions is set out in Clause 52.18-1 and it is 
worthwhile checking the exemptions to understand whether or 
not the new provisions apply to your proposal. The new provisions 
will apply to a large proportion of applications for development, 
including numerous residential, commercial and industrial proposals. 

For zones to which Clause 52.18 applies, objectives (must 
be met) and standards (should be met) are provided. 
The Clause 52.18 objectives for subdivision are:

• To minimise damage to properties and inconvenience to the 
public from stormwater.

• To ensure that the street operates adequately during major 
storm events and provides for public safety. 

• To minimise increases in stormwater and protect the 
environmental values and physical characteristics of 
receiving waters from degradation by stormwater.

• To encourage stormwater management that maximises 
the retention and reuse of stormwater.

• To encourage stormwater management that contributes 
to cooling, local habitat improvements and provision of 
attractive and enjoyable spaces.

The Clause 52.18 subdivision standards require a stormwater 
management system to be included in the development proposal, 
including (but not limited to):

• to meet the current best practice performance objectives 
for stormwater quality as contained in the Urban 
Stormwater - Best Practice Environmental Management 
Guidelines (Victorian Stormwater Committee, 1999).

• to ensure that flows downstream of the subdivision site 
are restricted to pre-development levels unless increased 
flows are approved by the relevant drainage authority 
and there are no detrimental downstream impacts.

• Designed to contribute to cooling, improving local habitat 
and providing attractive and enjoyable spaces.

The clause then sets out a number of engineering standards. 

P L A N N I N G  T I D B I T S  ( C O N T I N U E D )

These tidbits are part of the regular 
contribution made by Clause:1 Planning 
to Intersect. For more information visit 
www.clause1.com.au

Continued page 20.....
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P L A N N I N G  T I D B I T S  ( C O N T I N U E D )

The Clause 52.18 buildings and works objectives are:

• To encourage stormwater management that maximises 
the retention and reuse of stormwater. 

• To encourage development that reduces the impact of 
stormwater on the drainage system and filters sediment and 
waste from stormwater prior to discharge from the site.

• To encourage stormwater management that 
contributes to cooling, local habitat improvements 
and provision of attractive and enjoyable spaces.

• To ensure that industrial and commercial chemical pollutants 
and other toxicants do not enter the stormwater system.

The Clause 52.18 buildings and works standards require a storm- 
water management system to be included in the development 
proposal, including:

• Meet the current best practice performance objectives 
for stormwater quality as contained in the Urban 
Stormwater - Best Practice Environmental Management 
Guidelines (Victorian Stormwater Committee, 1999). 

• Minimise the impact of chemical pollutants and other 
toxicants including by, but not limited to, bunding and 
covering or roofing of storage, loading and work areas. 

• Contribute to cooling, improving local habitat and 
providing attractive and enjoyable spaces.

Stormwater management objectives and standards are also 
provided for site management of land including during construc- 
tion, to control site runoff and contamination of land and water.

Similar to ResCode, the Standards may be varied where it can be 
proven to the satisfaction of the responsible authority that the 
objectives are met.

Changes to Clause 55.03-4 (now titled Permeability and 
stormwater management objectives) include objectives 
and standards which seek to meet the current best practice 
performance objectives for stormwater quality, to retain 
and reuse stormwater on site and absorb runoff.

Clause 55.07-5 (now titled Integrated water and stormwater 
management objectives) applies to apartment developments 
less than 5 storeys in height, and includes standards to:

• collect rainwater for non-drinking purposes such as flushing 
toilets, laundry appliances and garden use.

• connect to a non-potable dual pipe reticulated water supply, 
where available from the water authority. 

• meet the current best practice performance objectives for 
stormwater quality as contained in the Urban 
Stormwater - Best Practice Environmental Management 
Guidelines (Victorian Stormwater Committee, 1999).

• maximise infiltration of stormwater, water and drainage 
of residual flows into permeable surfaces, tree pits and 
treatment areas. 

Changes to Clause 58.03-8 (also titled Integrated water and 
stormwater management objectives) applies to apartment 
developments greater than four storeys in height. The standards 
of this clause are:

 Buildings should be designed to collect rainwater for 
non-drinking purposes such as flushing toilets, laundry 
appliances and garden use. 

– Buildings should be connected to a non-potable dual 
pipe reticulated water supply, where available from 
the water authority. 
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management is considered in new proposals (where relevant). 
It does not appear to refer to specific assessment tools which 
existing local planning policies does, and has different assessment 
criteria for when stormwater assessments should be included 
in development proposals. It is arguable whether the changes 
in Planning Scheme Amendment VC154 have fully superseded 
existing local provisions such as the two policy clauses noted 
above, although there is undoubtedly significant overlap. 

However, the Amendment has provided certainty across the state 
that relevant applications will require an assessment of stormwater 
impacts and measures, whereas previously a number of Planning 
Schemes did not have strong (or any) stormwater and water 
integration policy. 

Ideally, individual local planning policy such as the Moreland, 
Stonnington (examples above), Yarra, Moonee Valley, Port Phillip 
etc would now be amended to delete their overlapping WSUD 
policies, so that the state-wide policy can be implemented 
‘consistently’ across all municipalities – fingers crossed.

P L A N N I N G  T I D B I T S  ( C O N T I N U E D )

These tidbits are part of the regular 
contribution made by Clause:1 Planning 
to Intersect. For more information visit 
www.clause1.com.au

– The stormwater management system should be: 

• Designed to meet the current best practice 
performance objectives for stormwater quality 
as contained in the Urban Stormwater - Best 
Practice Environmental Management Guidelines 
(Victorian Stormwater Committee, 1999). 

• Designed to maximise infiltration of stormwater, 
water and drainage of residual flows into permeable 
surfaces, tree pits and treatment areas.

Amendment VC154 provides consistency across the state in the 
policy, objectives and standards for stormwater and integrated 
water management in development and subdivision proposals.

There are a number of Councils who already have local 
planning policy for stormwater management, including policy 
“triggers” for various stormwater assessments, depending on 
the development scale. 

For example, Moreland Planning Scheme has local planning 
policy at Clause 22.08 which, for a development of 2-9 
dwellings, expects a Sustainable Design Assessment to be 
submitted including a STORM assessment (Melbourne Water’s 
online tool for managing stormwater impacts within a 
development proposal). This local policy also has an expiry 
clause, stating:

22.08-8 Expiry 

This policy will expire on 30 June 2019, or earlier if it is 
superseded by an equivalent provision of the Victoria 
Planning Provisions.

The Stonnington Planning Scheme has local planning policy 
at Clause 22.18 Stormwater Management (Water Sensitive 
Urban Design) which applies to new buildings, extensions to 
existing buildings which are 50 square metres in floor area 
or greater, and subdivisions in a commercial zone. The policy 
includes Application Requirements, to describe what measures 
the proposal incorporates for water retention and reuse, water 
quality treatment measures, infiltration and passive irrigation 
measures. This policy also has an expiry clause which states:

22.18-7 Expiry 

This policy will expire when superseded (as determined 
by the Minister for Planning) by Water Sensitive Urban 
Design provisions in the Victoria Planning Provisions or 
the Building Code of Australia Regulations, whichever 
happens first.

The changes to the Victoria Planning Provisions in Planning 
Scheme Amendment VC154 provide a strong policy 
framework and a statutory tool for ensuring stormwater 

L S Planning Pty Ltd offers experience and expertise across a 
broad range of planning issues, such as: 
 Planning permit application preparation and management 
 Planning reports 
 Representation at VCAT 
 Expert witness advice and representation  
 Planning Scheme amendments 
 Strategic planning 
 Residential development concept preparation 
Town Planning is a complex field which is constantly evolving and 
requires a level of expertise to achieve a successful outcome. 
Please call to find out how the team at L S Planning can assist 
you, with your next project. 

www.lsplanning.com.au 
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Don’t compromise, insist on Enviroseal™ Wall Wrap.

TM

Uncover the facts. 
ExternalCladding.com.au

VAPOUR PERMEABILITY (Class 4) 
in accordance with AS/NZS 4200.1:2017

WATER BARRIER 
in accordance with AS/NZS 4200.1:2017

  Minimises Risk of Condensation 

Related Rectification Work – 

Enviroseal is vapour permeable and allows 

moisture to escape the wall and help 

reduce risk of condensation

  A Tough Weather Barrier – Protects the 

building frame from decay by reducing 

the entry of wind driven rain and dust

  Improves Air Tightness and Energy 

Efficiency – Wrapping reduces draughts 

and minimises energy consumption.

Enviroseal™ ProctorWrap™ is suitable for use behind both brick veneer and lightweight 
clad walls. Enviroseal™ ProctorWrap™ is classified as a water barrier and is a vapour 
permeable wall wrap in accordance with AS/NZS 4200.1.

The Right Wrap 
Behind brick veneer and lightweight clad
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https://www.facebook.com/CSRBradford
https://www.youtube.com/user/CSRBradford
http://ExternalCladding.com.au
http://ExternalCladding.com.au
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‘ O N E  PA S S ’ A N D  L A S T  PA S S

As we head towards the end of the year, 
perhaps this is the right time to remind every-
one of the importance of protecting your 
privacy.  It simply is so important to maintain 
a vigilant approach to passwords. With all 
the connected devices that are available, 
subscriptions for apps and cloud services etc. 
it is impossible to keep coming up with and 
remembering different and difficult passwords.  
Many of you will have the same password for 
many things, this is really not a good idea. 
Any one of the places you use your email 
and the same passwords, if their systems are 
compromised means a diligent hacker could 
get access to this information and start to do 
some research and just try it on your Facebook 
account or your email and may just get lucky.

The best way to do this is by having both 
strong and different passwords for every

account you have.  Doing this without help 
is a mission and I’m not sure it’s practical or 
sensible to try.  So what’s the answer then?  A 
password manager.  These apps have a single 
password which then opens up your password 
vault – they can often generate random 
and very complex passwords when requested 
and automatically fill them in when signing 
in and whenever you need to use it to log 
in.  You will then only need to remember the 
one password but have an infinite number of 
unique and strong passwords.  Some of these 
programs even have databases of all passwords 
it sniffs out on the dark web and will let you 
know if it’s found one of yours, so you can 
quickly change it before anything untoward 
occurs. I’ve done a bit of research… I think 
the pick of the bunch is either One Password 
or Last Pass.  Do yourselves a favour and put 
something in place; we all take privacy for 
granted but it’s not much fun when we lose it.

T R I G  S O LV E R

OK if you’re sitting at your CAD machine, 
this app will never get turned on.  However 
if you just need a quick and simple triangle 
solver when away from your machine and 
can’t remember SohCahToa or Pythagoras’ 
theorem – then this is a low rent handy 
little app to get you out of a pickle.  Simply 
add in the angles and dimensions that 
you know, hit calculate, and the triangle is 
solved for you. Handy for working out all 
sorts of grades, pitches or positions of things 
on site or when looking at some plans.

If any other members use or know any new 
or interesting websites, tech or apps, please 
feel free to drop me a line to info@bdav.org.au 
and I’ll share it with the other members.

.

Hebel PowerPanel50

Dual Zero Boundary Wall System
for low rise multi residential developments

 Fast and easy system to install 
 Simple proven system
 Codemark for easy compliance
 Perfect solution for separate title construction
 Narrow wall widths
 Hoist system enables all frames to be constructed first

For more info call 0418 635 413    
www.hebel.com.au

LEARN MORE

SUBSCRIBE FOR HEBEL UPDATES

Screw fix externally

Bo
un

da
ry

Timber or  steel framing

Screw fix internally

Hebel  PowerPanel50  panel

Hebel Direct Fix Clip

Top hat section

DPC
Concrete slab & footing

T O D D ’ S  A P P S 

A monthly review of must have, worthy of looking or just plain interesting apps
that are relevant to the design industry. Compiled by Todd Pearce, MBDAV.

https://hebel.com.au/segment/multi-residential/
https://hebel.com.au/subscribe/


This is the most exciting new range of Balanced Flue gas fireplaces we have had the pleasure to launch
onto the Australian market in years  JUST RELEASED!

Featuring all the Heat & Glo features and technology you expect, PLUS stunning new designs!

Brilliant Heat. Beautiful to Watch.

The
NEW GENERATION XSERIES

from

EMAIL: info@jetmastervic.com.au WEB: www.jetmastervic.com.au

Call into our showroom, or visit our website to experience the new XSeries.

JETMASTER HEAT&GLO
444 Swan Street, Richmond

Ph:1300 219 875
Follow us on

Direct Vent
Technology

IntelliFire PLUS
Ignition System

Fade Resistant Black
Glass Interior

LED Accent
Lighting Technology

Anti Reflective
Ceramic Glass
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Located on broad acreage in Upper Beaconsfield, Victoria, Ashford 
House exudes contemporary design, inspired by the traditional 
farm-style Colorbond shed.

Utilising minimalistic architecture, the home emanates luxury and 
quality craftsmanship. The floor plan consists of four bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, a gym, butler’s pantry and a spacious kitchen, dining and 
living room – forming part of the entertaining and alfresco area.

Built by owners Steve and Donna Bright from construction company 
Excelcon, alongside Graham Jones Design, the design brief for the 
former BDAV Member was to frame the home and provide spectacu-
lar open rural views. “We wanted to incorporate floor-to-ceiling 
windows that could run seamlessly along the length of the house,” 
says Steve.

Excelcon worked closely with Stegbar to customise windows 
to the specifications required.

“At the time, Stegbar was developing a new innovative range 
called Alumiere, which became an integral part of the design 
– both aesthetically and structurally,” explains Steve. “We 
wanted the windows to provide vast open living spaces, while 
maintaining minimal visual impact from structural elements.”

The Stegbar Alumiere range was a perfect fit, offering the look of 
bespoke joinery; with black bold framing that complements 
prestigious residential homes, where the emphasis is on ample 
windows and open plan living.

A S H F O R D  H O U S E

To seamlessly bring the outdoors in, Stegbar Alumiere Stacking 
Doors were specified, allowing Steve and Donna to take advantage of 
the alfresco space all year round. 

“In winter, we can keep the doors closed and still feel connected 
to the outside due to the large panes of glass and unobstructed 
views. During the warmer months, we can completely open them 
up and create a cohesive transition from inside out,” says Steve.

Working collaboratively with Stegbar, a method was developed 
specifically for the Ashford House project, in which the Alumiere 
windows and doors could provide lateral and cross-sectional strength 
to the home’s structure – appearing as if they’re holding up the 
home’s entire structure.

In addition to structural integrity, the Alumiere window and door 
suite provides superior acoustic performance and is manufactured 
to resist the elements and high winds, creating a leak and rattle-free 
solution.

“The design of Ashford House was always going to provide a 
challenge to window manufacturers. With a longstanding working 
relationship and a cohesive approach to construction, Stegbar’s 
Alumiere range has enabled us to achieve a final overall look that is 
true to our design brief, and creates an extraordinary home,” 
concludes Steve.

For further information about the Alumiere range, visit 
www.stegbar.com.au.
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With increasing numbers of Australians opting for medium to 
high-density apartments for convenience and lifestyle requirements, 
the amount of available living space is shrinking.

According to Domain, the average apartment from 2004 to 2009 
was 140 sqm, while in 2017 it was 130 sqm – a decrease of 10 sqm 
in under a decade.

Shrinking living spaces pose a difficult challenge for the archi- 
tecture and design industry, as Australians’ expectations of their 
living spaces remain high.

End users continue to demand functionality, comfort and style, with-
out compromise. “In multi-residential projects, designers and 
specifiers are looking for innovative and creative solutions that meet 
these three requirements at an affordable price, and without 
taking up too much valuable living space. This includes selecting 
a door system ideal for small-space living,” said Peter Doyle, Business 
Development Manager, Cowdroy.

It’s important to examine how conventional door systems impact 
occupants in small living spaces. The traditional hinged door that 
swings open and closed is common, although they take up 
significant floor space, can pose as a safety risk (to both 
occupants and interior damage) and if not maintained, can 
become stiff and difficult to operate.

“For the ideal solution, designers should opt for a track system 
such as Cowdroy’s Sliding Barn Door, Triumph Sliding Door 
or Overlay Bi-Fold Door,” advised Mr Doyle. Since 1980,

Cowdroy has been the pioneer of the most innovative track 
and seal products in Australia, delivering high quality, and 
long lasting solutions for the multi-residential sector.

Cowdroy Sliding Barn Door Track System Ideal for internal applica-
tions on timber doors including timber framed glass doors, with 
a matte black finish for that industrial look. It has an outstanding 
feature – a two-piece jigsaw-join track – making up a two 
metre overall length. In addition, there’s an optional track exten-
sion kit with a length of 1.2 metres to cater for wider doors.

C O W D R O Y  T R I U M P H  S L I D I N G  D O O R  T R A C K  S Y S T E M

This system delivers a high quality door solution available in two 
configurations – wall mount or top mount rack. With its sleek, 
streamlined and contemporary design, the Triumph system 
features a lubricated slimline nylon door guide that results in 
smooth, quiet operation.

M A X I M I S E  L I V I N G  S PA C E  W I T H  C A R E F U L  D O O R  D E S I G N

This advanced door solution also includes four nylon tyred wheels 
and a fully sealed ZZ ball bearing carriage that are incorporated 
into a wrap-around track with an anti-bounce end stop. Maxi-
mum operational comfort, easy access and sophisticated design 
combine to deliver the ideal space-saving residential door system.

C O W D R O Y  O V E R L AY  B I - F O L D  D O O R  T R A C K  S Y S T E M

With a focus on subtlety and performance, the Overlay Bi-Fold Door 
Track System has been specifically designed for wardrobe/large 
cupboard doors, pantries, closets and concealed rooms. Featuring a 
compact and sturdy construction with double wheel assemblies, this 
folding door system can support door leaves up to 25kg in weight. 
Dual side rollers prevent doors from skipping off the track and 
have been cycle tested to 15,000 cycles – ensuring a product that 
delivers long-lasting, high quality performance and peace of mind. 
Providing significant design versatility, the Overlay system is suitable 
for full timber, timber framed and aluminium framed doors, and 
incorporates reversible components for left and right hand openings.

C O W D R O Y  R O B E M A K E R

When it comes to wardrobes and space saving, the Robemaker is 
an advanced wardrobe solution with a sleek, streamlined finish.

Designed for two, three and four door wardrobe applications, the 
Robemaker system includes fully integrated componentry, and a 
patented bottom track that eliminates the need for concealed 
wheels and unattractive track fixing screws.

The Robemaker system is customisable with slimline aluminium 
extrusions that are available in gloss white and clear anodised 
finishes. This solution is also compatible with an optional 
soft-close adaptor kit.

For further information visit www.cowdroy.com.au.

Holiday Closure
The BDAV’s office will close for 
annual holidays at 12 noon on 

Friday, 21 December 2018, 
and will re-open on 

Monday, 14 January 2019.

 We wish all Members and sponsors, 
your staff and families, 

all the best for the festive season, 
and a successful year in 2019.



Insulat ion

Need 
6 stars?
Put the lion in your slab

Specifying Kooltherm® K3 Floorboard insulation 
offers you the easiest way to get to 6 stars without 
the need to change any other building specifications. 
Achieve compliance across different climate  
zones and most orientations.

Kingspan Insulation Pty Ltd
Tel: 1300 247 235

Email: info@kingspaninsulation.com.au

kingspan.com/au/6star
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Following the Grenfell Tower fire in London in 2017, there has been 
industry-wide review of standards related to façade products and 
cladding systems to ensure the tragic event does not occur in 
Australia. 
 

While CodeMark standards have been tightened on fire compliance 
requirements of external cladding materials for high-rise façades 
in Australia, Brickworks is proud to confirm that INEX BOARDS™ 
and Terraçade cladding systems remain approved for use. 
 

Combustible, polyethylene core aluminium composite panels 
used as external cladding have been under scrutiny after the 
Grenfell Tower fire in London last year and as part of a Senate 
enquiry into non-conforming building products that began 
in 2015. Comprehensive measures have since been taken 
to address fire safety in high-rise buildings, particularly the 
use of acceptable materials that ensure fire resistance.
 

In Australia, almost all states and territories have initiated inves-
tigations to assess the use of aluminium composite panels in 
existing buildings. The Queensland Government undertook a 
year-long audit into the extent of combustible cladding and has 
made recommendations for stronger laws to prevent combustible 
façades being installed on new buildings, as well making exist-
ing buildings safer. The Victorian Government has implemented 
rules to prevent aluminium composite panels with a polyeth-
ylene core of more than 30 per cent being using on multi-sto-
rey buildings. Across the Tasman, New Zealand has suspended 
six CodeMark certificates for composite panel systems. 
 

C O D E M A R K  A P P R O V E D  C L A D D I N G  S Y S T E M S  F O R  H I G H - R I S E  FA Ç A D E  A P P L I C AT I O N S

At a national level, the Australian Building Codes Board amended 
the National Construction Code in March 2018 and is imple-
menting the improved CodeMark Australia Certification Scheme, 
which commenced in August 2017. These changes focus on 
cladding and non-combustibility requirements for multi-residen-
tial buildings greater than two storeys and commercial build-
ings greater than three storeys. INEX BOARDS™ and Terraçade 
systems remain CodeMark approved for high-rise façades. 
 

“Rigorous testing has been taken to ensure INEX BOARDS™ and 
Terraçade systems comply with building standards and pass fire 
testing for cladding materials. These products demonstrate suit-
ability due to their very nature and proven history of performance, 
and when used as part of an approved system, meet the non-com-
bustibility requirements for cladding materials,” says Brett Ward, 
General Manager Marketing, Brickworks Building Products.
 

The Terraçade system combines fired extruded clay tiles with galvan-
ised steel rails and aluminium trims. INEX BOARDS™ is made from 
low-carbon magnesium oxide and employs fibre-reinforced Engi-
neered Cementitious Composite (ECC) technology. Following the 
Grenfell Tower fire, Brickworks undertook an intensive 30-minute 
fire-propagation test of INEX BOARDS™ to ensure it could withstand 
bushfire attack level BAL-FZ. The test found that INEX BOARDS™ both 
limited the spread of fire and protected the structure of a building.
 

The INEX BOARDS™ range meets Australian Standard 
AS3959-2009 Construction of buildings in bushfire prone 
areas Section 9, via testing to AS1530.4-2005 Fire resis-
tance tests of elements of building construction.



As a building industry professional, you need to 
ensure that your activities and advice are covered by 
an insurance policy that is recognised by the Building 
Practitioners Board or a relevant government 
registered body. 

As BDAV’s preferred Insurance Broker, we deliver 
tailored insurance packages and personalised advice 
specifically for BDAV members. Your policy provides 
you with your own policy limits and is not shared 
with other members.

BDAV Approved Insurance Broker

Engagement Agreement provided

Easy online application

Other exclusive member policies available

Building industry insurance specialists

We work for YOU

Tailored cover at great rates

ENERGY RATER INSURANCE 
ALSO AVAILABLE
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“Until recently, we’ve really 

not had a whole lot of 

evidence to support that 

common hypothesis that 

having things like wooden 

surfaces in the office 

would be good for your 

wellbeing.”*

“If you’re a worker and you could see no wooden surfaces 

at all from your workplace, 53% of that type of worker was 

satisfied with what was going on in their workplace. 

When you move that up to having eight or more wooden 

surfaces - we’re talking things here like wooden chairs, 

wooden panelling on the walls, wooden floorboards, even 

quite small wooden items- but if you get to eight or more, 

then 82% of people were satisfied with their work.”*

“What I found and got really 

excited about was that 

there’s a really strong 

association between the 

presence of wood and 

wellbeing. I’ve rarely seen a 

data set or a study which has 

shown such a clear link.”*

“Having wooden surfaces in 

your workplace is strongly 

associated with: improved 

worker wellbeing, 

workplace satisfaction, and 

with all the positive things 

that can flow from that like 

improved productivity.”*

Download the free 
report - Workplaces: 
Wellness + Wood 
= Productivity at 
woodsolutions.com.au/
wood-at-work 

Workplaces: 
Wellness + Wood  
= Productivity

*Associate Professor Jacki Schirmer, Health and Wellbeing Researcher, University of Canberra 
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Greenwalls have grown significantly in popularity this year and, as a 
result, are more readily available in a variety of designs for bathrooms. 
There are a number of benefits to greening your clients’ bathrooms 
including improved wellbeing and home air quality, absorption 
of pollutants and noise, and guaranteed aesthetic impact. Now 
home improvement shows are driving the greenwall trend.

Mark Paul, founder of The Greenwall Company says: “With so many 
benefits to green living and design, the trend is evolving and becom-
ing more popular. Greenwalls in the bathroom are low maintenance 
– they eliminate unwanted pollutants and toxic fumes from the 
bathroom and only need to be maintained a few times a year.

“30 years ago I built what is believed to be the very first green-
wall in Australia – now today with green design being an influ-
ential part of the public domain, design interest has progressed 
and I have seen a significant increase in demand over the past 12 
months. Adding a greenwall to your client’s bathroom will give 
amenity, and help regulate the temperature, and increase rela-
tive humidity and air oxygenation in the home,” says Mark.

Mark’s top five plants for bathroom greenwalls:

• Boston Fern [Nephrolepsis]: A popular variety of fern 
with cascading fronds, the Boston fern has pantropical 
to subtropical distribution.

G R E E N W A L L S  –  T H E  B I G G E S T  B AT H R O O M  D E S I G N  T R E N D  O F  2 0 1 9

•  Bromeliads: Incredible plants that release oxygen 
and removes air pollutants during the night.

•  Aroids: With beautiful foliage, amazing flowers and berries, 
they perform well indoors and in lower-light conditions.

•  Gesneriads: African violet family, repeat flowering 
tremendously beautiful and eye-catching. It’s a perfect design 
feature for the bathroom.

•  Peperomias: Peperomias clean the air with sympatric soil flora 
associations that bind and breakdown chemicals, such as 
formaldehyde or other indoor toxins associated with 
building construction and fitout.

A B O U T  T H E  G R E E N WA L L  C O M PA N Y:

The Greenwall Company is the premier producer of modular and 
custom designed greenwalls in Australia. An unequalled product, 
Greenwall can be used like cladding to produce instant ‘greenspace’ 
both inside and out. The system developed by Mark Paul at The 
Greenwall Company over 30 years presents an innovative system 
based on inorganic media and adjustable substrate depth that retains 
moisture and simulates conditions resembling natural soil. In addi-
tion, by using plants adapted to impoverished environments and 
seasonal drought, The Greenwall Company achieves water-efficient 
planting that is resilient to inevitable short-term human and mechan-
ical failures. For more information, go to www.greenwall.com.au.
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J O B  M A R K E T

F U L L - T I M E  D R A F T S P E R S O N 
R E Q U I R E D

Well-established design firm in Albury 
(on the Vic/NSW border) seeks an experi-
enced Draftsperson for a full-time role. Must 
be competent in using Revit, and must have 
minimum of two years’ experience in the 
industry. Salary to be negotiated based on 
ability and level of experience. Please send 
your resume to mark@insightbdg.com.au.

C O N T R A C T  B U I L D I N G  D E S I G N E R /
D R A F T S P E R S O N  R E Q U I R E D

This opportunity would allow you to 
work from your own home unsupervised and 
provide you with flexible hours to fit into your 
own schedule. You will need your own version 
of Revit 2016 or 18 to be compatible with our 
systems. I am looking for flexible and skilled 
staff that can offer potentially 1 to 2 days work 
a week on a contract basis, with the potential 
for growth. Ideally you would have excellent 
Revit knowledge and technical skills for town 
planning/building permit documentation. 
Written applications to Jason Gloz at admin@
rnbdesign.com.au

N AT I O N A L  S A L E S  &  B R A N D I N G  R E P

Seeking National Sales & Branding 
representative for designer European fire-
places to building/architectural/dealership 
markets. Mornington based, but will travel 
metropolitan, interstate and overseas 
when required. A high understanding of 
technical, structural drawings and compo-
nents.  Polished communicator, efficient time 
manager and marketplace penetrator. Email: 
info@sculpt fireplaces .com.au.

T H E R M A L  P E R F O R M A N C E  A S S E S S O R 
S E E K S  PA R T - T I M E / F U L L - T I M E  W O R K

Qualified Thermal Performance Asses-
sor seeks part-time/full-time work; BDAV + 
NatHERS accredited. Experienced in FirstRate5 
software and works remotely. If interested 
please email dan@cubethermal.com.au.

R M I T  U N I V E R S I T Y  V E  T E A C H E R  – 
A D VA N C E D  D I P LO M A  O F  B U I L D I N G 
D E S I G N  ( A R C H I T E C T U R A L )

RMIT is seeking two continuing VE 
Teachers for Building Design. Position 1 is for 
the highly regarded Advanced Diploma of 
Building Design (Architectural) in the School 
of Vocational Education, Design and Social 
Context which is growing and requires ener-
getic, motivated people to undertake a range 
of teaching roles. For more information, go to 
http://www.bdav.org.au/job-market.

R M I T  U N I V E R S I T Y  V E  T E A C H E R  – 
A D VA N C E D  D I P LO M A  O F  B U I L D I N G 
D E S I G N  ( A R C H I T E C T U R A L )

Position 2 at RMIT is also for the highly 
regarded Advanced Diploma of Building 
Design (Architectural) in the School of Voca-
tional Education, Design and Social Context, 
which is seeking expressions of interest for 
sessional VE Teachers for Building Design. For 
more information, go to http://www.bdav.
org.au/job-market.

 
S T U D E N T  M E M B E R  S E E K S  W O R K 

Architecture Graduate (MArch, Deakin 
2016), currently undertaking Advanced 
Diploma in Building Design part-time at Box 
Hill Institute to improve drafting skills, is look-
ing for a full-time position.  Has 18 months’ 
industry experience: site plans, joinery, 
amenities, finishes and fixtures schedules, 
plus skills in Revit, AutoCAD, Sketchup, and 
Adobe Suite.  Please contact Rod on 0412 39 
2621, or email sutch.as@gmail.com.

S T U D E N T  M E M B E R  S E E K S  W O R K 
E X P E R I E N C E

Mature student, halfway through an 
Advanced Diploma in Building Design at 
Swinburne, seeks work experience now, with 
potential to work part-time as a junior during 
her second year. While working part-time, has 
averaged over 90% in all subjects. Please call 
Elaine on 0417 943 174 or email elainesilver@
optusnet.com.au.

Phone 03 9349 1055
www/bloomfieldtremayne.com.au

Industry recruitment 
specialists for Architects, 
Building Designers, 
Property Developers 
and Interior Designers

Remuneration advice, 
market updates, expert 
knowledge, permanent, 
temporary and contract 
recruitment.



 
Industry 
News



4 1 I N D U S T R Y  N E W S N E W S . B D A V . O R G . A U

N C C  S E M I N A R S

L a n d s c a p e   P l a n s

www.landscapedesign.melbourne

• Landscape Planning Applications

• Residential Landscape Design

• Masterplanning & Conceptualisation

• 3d Landscape Flythrough

• Consultation and Advice

• Project supervision

Jai Cheswick 

Landscape Architect


0430 965 166  

office@landscapedesign.melbourne

55 Hudsons Rd Spotswood VIC 3015


Single residency, dual occupancy, multi-unit, 
factory and gym developments across 
Melbourne.


Email us your development plans, council 
documents and design requirements for:


• Fixed fee quotes

• Fast turnaround

• High level of knowledge & expertise


F I R E  P R O T E C T I O N  W O R K

The Victorian Building Authority advises that the Plumbing Regulations 2018 came into effect on 
18 November 2018. The VBA states that these regulations provide clarity regarding the regulatory 
requirements for those who undertake routine servicing activities on fire protection equipment.

A clarification to the definition of fire protection work makes it absolutely clear that this work 
falls within this class of plumbing work and must only be carried out by persons holding 
the appropriate registration or licence.

The VBA goes on to state that this is not a change to the regulatory requirements, but removes 
the ambiguity that existed in this area under the previous Plumbing Regulations 2008. While 
there will be some questions on how this might impact the industry, the commencement of the 
Plumbing Regulations 2018 is not expected to cause disruption to industry’s work in this sector 
as the status quo is being maintained.

The VBA is considering all options for those already working in the sector who are unregistered and 
unlicensed, with a view towards transitioning competent practitioners into the appropriate 
class of registration or licence.

To enable this transition, the VBA is close to finalising details of several interim restricted classes 
of registration/licensing covering routine servicing tasks on fire protection equipment.

During this interim period, the VBA will undertake a detailed study into the effect of various positions 
on the industry and the capacity of the market to do the work.  This study will inform final transition 
arrangements.

The VBA added that it will continue to consult with key stakeholders on all aspects of the 
transition arrangements.

City Dates Venue
Canberra 12 February 2019 National Convention Centre 

Perth 19 & 20 February Perth Convention and 
Exhibition Centre 

Darwin 26 February Darwin Convention and 
Exhibition Centre 

Brisbane 28 February & 1 March Brisbane Convention and 
Exhibition Centre 

Sydney 5 & 6 March (two 
sessions on 6 March) 

International Convention 
Centre Sydney 

Hobart 8 March Hotel Grand Chancellor 

Melbourne 13 & 14 March (two 
sessions on 13 March) 

Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre 

Adelaide 15 March Adelaide Convention Centre 

The 2019 NCC Seminars will be presented by the ABCB and 
Standards Australia in February and March 2019. Registration 
is now open!

Representing the culmination of the first three year amend-
ment cycle, the Seminars will inform practitioners involved with 
designing, approving or constructing buildings about important 
changes included in the latest edition of the NCC. Presenta-
tions will be held in all capital cities and this is your opportu-
nity to hear about BCA focussed changes – don’t miss out!

Standards Australia will also outline details of changes to 
Australian Standards that are referenced in the NCC.

At the conclusion of the Seminars, two webcasts 
will be available; one covering amendments to the 
BCA and the other on amendments to the PCA.

Dates and venues for the 2019 Seminars are summarised 
in the adjacent table. To register, go to 
https://www.ivvy.com.au/event/NCC19/to-register.html.
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B U I L D I N G  D E S I G N E R S 

A S S O C AT I O N  O F  V I C T O R I A

PO Box 174 
Carlton South Vic 3053

P H O N E (03) 9416 0227

W E B www.bdav.org.au

E M A I L info@bdav.org.au

E D I T O R Giselle Grynbaum

For more information on 
BDAV News, Events, 
CPD Courses and Awards, 
visit news.bdav.org.au.

With Christmas approaching, employers should be aware of 
the tax consequences of hosting Christmas parties for their 
staff.

Employers must pay fringe benefits tax (FBT) - at a rate of 
47% on the grossed-up taxable value when certain non- 
cash benefits (called fringe benefits) are supplied to their 
employees or their associates (i.e. past, future and current 
employees and their spouses and children) instead of 
paying salary or wages.

However, certain non-cash benefits will not be subject 
to FBT.  While the FBT law does not specifically deal with 
Christmas parties, the following types of FBT exempt 
benefits are particularly relevant when determining an 
employer’s FBT liability when hosting a Christmas party:

1. Exempt minor and infrequent benefit valued at 
less than $300 (e.g. a catch-all exemption available for 
current employees and their associates for low value bene-
fits provided on an “infrequent” or “irregular” basis);

2. Exempt property benefit (e.g. all Christmas party food 
and drink provided by the employer that is consumed by 
a current employee at a party, provided the party is held 
at the employer’s premises on a business day); and

3. Exempt transport benefits (e.g. a current employ-
ee’s employer pays for a taxi ride home if the Christ-
mas party is held at the employer’s premises).

Please note that the $300 minor and infrequent benefit 
exemption applies separately on a per benefit basis 
(i.e. minor benefit exemption can apply if one present 
of $250 is provided to an employee and another pres-
ent of $290 is provided to the employee’s spouse).

As you can see from the above, the amount 
of FBT payable can be influenced by:

• When the party will be held (i.e. for the minor 
and infrequent benefit exemption, the cost of the 
benefit provided must be less than $300 per head 
and not provided regularly or frequently);

• Where the party will be held (i.e. for the property 
fringe benefit exemption to apply, the food and drink 
must be provided and consumed by current employ-
ees on the employer’s premises on a business day);

• For whom the party will be held (i.e. the tax conse-
quences are different depending on whether the benefits 
are provided to employees, their associates or clients).

This brief overview gives a broad outline of the application 
of the FBT law to Christmas time activities.  A vari-
ety of benefits may be supplied to employees at 
Christmas time with each containing their own 
valuation, deduction and exemption rules.

Source: Nexia Australia

F B T  A N D  C H R I S T M A S  PA R T I E S 

B D AV  P O D C A S T S

The BDAV has launched our new three-part podcast 
series: Designing Business. Designers are expected to 
balance two careers – talented designer and relentless 
entrepreneur – and we understand that’s challenging. 
In this three-part podcast series, BDAV CEO, Kate Bell, 
dives into tips from three special guests on how to 
solve challenging business problems. Be one of our first 
listeners and tune into our new series at
 
https://soundcloud.com/user-802129602



B U I L D I N G  D E S I G N E R S 

A S S O C AT I O N  O F  V I C T O R I A

PO Box 174 
Carlton South Vic 3053

P H O N E (03) 9416 0227

W E B www.bdav.org.au

E M A I L info@bdav.org.au

E D I T O R Giselle Grynbaum

BDAV membership  
is the ultimate designers 

‘must have’.

One look inside tells you that being a Member of the Building Designers 
Association of Victoria entitles you to many member benefits. Advantages  
such as important information to help you to promote your business,  
advice* for greater efficiencies, and especially our comprehensive Continuing 
Professional Development program, will assist you to reap the rewards. 

Being a BDAV Member is a sound investment for your business – especially 
for sole-practitioners, who often work ‘in a vacuum’ and value peer support  
for advice and guidance.

Phone: (03) 9416 0227 
Fax:     (03) 9416 0115 
Email:   info@bdav.org.au 

www.bdav.org.au

*Advice is of an elementary nature. Anything significantly complex should be  
referred to an appropriate professional advisor.

BDAV is an approved CPD Provider for the Victorian building industry,  
as administered by Victoria’s Building Commission.

• Belong to a true non-profit 
Association

• Discounts on industry and 
business tools/services

• Monthly Journal: BDAV News

• Weekly eNews

• Annual Awarded Magazine

• Member updates

• Continuing Professional 
Development: comprehensive 
program of seminars, 
workshops, webinars, and 
regional meetings

• Documents for building 
   projects:

– project specifications 
– engagement agreements 
– indemnity documents 
– standard form contracts for   
 residential and non-residential  
 projects

• Reference material, including a 
great suite of Practice Notes, 
Advisory Notes, and much more

• Free* advice on matters 
including copyright, contracts, 
wages and conditions, 
legislative and regulatory 
requirements, etc

• Access to Professional 
Indemnity Insurance through 
our preferred insurance agent

• Accreditation for Thermal 
Performance Assessors

• Lobbying and Representation

• Annual Building Design Awards 
to promote your skills as a 
designer

• Annual 10 Star Sustainable 
Design Challenge to promote 
knowledge of energy efficiency 
principles

• Free website listing to  
generate referrals for your 
business in Find a Building 
Designer/Energy Rater

• Free Job Listings for Members 
seeking staff or Members 
looking for work

• Student Scholarships/Grants/
Awards

• Help Desk

• Online Member Forum

• Access to latest information 
from the nation’s leading 
suppliers

• Networking

• Use of BDAV logo: provides 
recognition on your website  
and business stationery

 and much more!

Membership 
Benefits include:



designing
amazing
spaces

To get in touch with a BDAV building designer, go to www.bdav.org.au

Building Designers  
can offer an incredible  

range of design skills to your project




